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NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [3.04 pm]: Mr President, I 
am pleased to formally advise the house that Premier Colin Barnett and Prime Minister Tony Abbott have signed 
the agreements that provide the foundations for the trial of the National Disability Insurance Scheme in Western 
Australia. The agreements set out the details of the uniquely Western Australian arrangement that will see two 
different approaches—the WA My Way and commonwealth National Disability Insurance Agency models—
which will be trialled over the next two years. Over 8 000 people with disability will benefit. The state and 
commonwealth governments will provide an additional $100 million over two years for the trials. Both models 
will be independently assessed to inform disability supports and services into the future. The agreements 
represent a dynamic new phase of growth and development in disability services and will allow WA to build on 
our nationally and internationally recognised disability programs and the enduring partnership approach that 
exists between government and the community-based sector. The state government fought hard to retain the key 
strengths of WA’s disability services model in the trial of the NDIS in this state. The WA NDIS My Way trial 
embodies these strengths. 

WA NDIS My Way will make a difference to the lives of about 4 100 people with disability, including those 
with psychosocial disability. The NDIS trials will bring the funds required for reasonable and necessary supports 
to provide all eligible people with disability to live a good life. This is the first time that funding will be available 
as an entitlement rather than a rationed approach. The state government strives to put people with disability in 
the driving seat, to make their own decisions about the supports and services they access and what a good life 
looks like for them. These core objectives will continue with the WA NDIS My Way approach as WA builds on 
and further develops its tried and tested disability services programs. This government has increased funding for 
the disability sector throughout Western Australia by 96 per cent since 2008–09. Growth in funding will 
continue for all people with disability in the state whether they live in a trial site or not. Again, I advise that the 
state and commonwealth governments will provide an additional $100 million over two years for the trials. This 
is over and above existing funding for residents with disability living in the trial sites. 
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